305 East 10th St., 
New York 9, NY 

March 21, 1964. 


IVLr. Eric P. Ne>nnan, 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Let me introduce myself by reminding you of a manuscbipt 
sent you thru the good offices of John Ford, by one William 
West Bradbeer, on Colonial and Continental Currency. I was 
the person instrumental in obtaining this never- published 
document from his son Myron C. Bradbyer. I am a collector — 
mainly interested in encased postage and in colonial paper. 
Needless to say your researches has been invaluable to me, as 
to the entire numismatic brotherhood and I regard you as the 
dean {if this term does not impart upon you an undesired l^eard) 
of scholars in the field. 

My motivation for promoting the publication of the B maniiscript 
were entirely scholarly, since I had no financial interest what- 
ever, merely felt that this much-neglected area needed a book 
where none existed. I thought that Jack Friedberg, the successor 
to his brother at the Coin & Curr ncy Institute . was in accord 
with me on the histories (if not scholarly) import of the Brad- 
beer manuscript and until recently hoped Friedberg vould publish 
it. For reasons best knovn to him and his attorney, Friedberg 
has now _ declined to bring the book into print - matters having 
to do with doubt in his attorney ^s mind that the son of Brad- 
beer owns the ms. froe and clear. All entirely within his pro- 
vince and I have no quarrel v;ith his legalisms. 

Meanwhile the ms. remains in the son’s possession and — as you 
so v/ell know^the field is "serviced” by the Wayte-Raymond catalog. 
I write to inquire what, if anything, you might suggest. Perhaps’ 
the matter is best left dropped and, together with other student® 
and collectors, I shall await the proposed pub^-ication of Bressart 
or your ov.mi definitive wrk. Have 3^0 u any thliughts on the matter? 
They v-.euld be a reciated. 

One small technical and historical question. Recently I came upon 
a blue, or specimen note of the Dept 26, 177^ issue, in the $5 
demominati on x^hich is signed (Gamble & Snowden) and numbered. I 
had never seen one before and it intrigued me. I had read that 
none of these' notes was signed and wndered therefore vhat it was. 
The price placed upon it by its owner is $125, ’Ahich I felt was 
excessive unless it is a rarity of importance. Can you give me 
any enlightenlment ; (By way of further background on myself I 
should tell you I own a complete type collection of Continental 
currency, together with some 20 odd specimen notes - so I am not 
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entirely a novice in the field. Ind^d I have been follov.anfe 
your articles on Nature Printing v?ith great interest and in- 
cr easing respect for a true scholar and innovator. I also om 
a fairly represnetat ive collection of colonial paper, some 500 
pieces in alio) 

^y answers you may care to give to these tvjo Questions wuld 
be appreciated. I ddeply envy you the time you seem -to have at 
dispos^ to delve into this deldght£ul area. For myself 
• time I have I use to dig into encased postage end am 

in the process of preparing a monograph on the subject. If' you 
have done any researched into this little-knoin field there too 
I would be in your debt for any information. 



SPi 
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Maroh 2h, 196U 


Mr. Arnold Perl 
305 East 10th Street 
New lork 9, New York 

Dear Mr, Peril 

lour very nice letter is wost appreciated and I am 
a little embarrassed about what you say eonoemlng the writings 
and research which I do. It is endlessly enjoyable to me 
and I do it in addition to my full time work in business. 

When the Bradbeer manuscript was submitted to me for 
my opinion, I wanted to be straightforward and honest in giv- 
ing my opinion, I found that Bradbeer had done a lot of work 
on the statutes but was not familiar with the Colonial paper 
money collections of the country, or the bills themselves, or 
much of the literature relating to the subject. In other words, 
I do not believe his work was complete enough to satisfy him- 
self, I also found an enormous number of mistakes in the 
manuscript in the few areas which I checked carefully, I 
also found that he guessed at denominations by Interpolation 
and extrapolation, creating a listing of some notes which 
never existed, Hg did this in a few situations in his Con- 
federate listing. I therefore concluded that there were too 
many negatives for this manuscript to be published without 
complete restudy. I certainly hope I did not hurt any one's 
feelings but there is nothing worse than publishing something 
which is incomplete and inaccurate. 

There is no doubt that a new catalogue is needed and 
I an considering this matter, personally, as to how to do it 
in the most satisfactory way. Many people say they are work- 
ing on such a catalogue but when the matter is finally brought 
to light one finds that the work is not being done, I am 
being tempted more and more to do something about the matter 
and divert other research for the present. 

You have requested information conoernlng a signed and 
numbered test note of September 26, 1778. I have seen notes 
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on blue paper which were signed and numbered but they were 
always crisp - which indicated that they did not circulate - 
and the chances of them being signature forgeries were very 
high. Blue notes were not to be circulated and the temp* 
tation to sign and number a blue note to create a rarity is 
substantial and very eaey to accomplish. 

lou seem to have a fine collection of Colonial paper 
money and there is no reason for you to buy an item which 
will always be questionable, which is ruined as a test note, 
if it is bad, and which had no purpose if it was good. 

With respect to your encased postage currency, there 
is so much written on the subject that can be of help to you 
that I hesitate to know where to begin. Have you checked 
the ANS index? The AJN index? The index of The Numismatist/ 
The Coin Collectors Journal, old and new? The Philatelic 
publications? etc. I remember an interesting article on 
the strip of three stamps in a case and will try to locate 
it for you if you do not have it. I presume you have the 
Patent Office data. 

Thank you for writing me and don’t hesitate to do so 
at any time in the future when you think I can be of help. 

Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


Arnold Perl 



It la 



Dear Eric I^leMtian: 

I wonder if I can intrude on your busy life for a 
request? (You may recall some previous correspondence 
with me re colonial paper money. ) 

A friend, a very important American engraver and wood- 
cut artist, is interested in nature printing. I have 
been trying (unsuccessfully) to obtain a copy of your 
splendid article on the subject for him. I do not want 
to send him my issues of the magazine in which it first 
appeared, and I have heard that it has been issued as 
a pamphlet. I need t>D copies, one for him qnd the 
othet for myself. Please be good enough to bill me 
for same. 

My friend (Leonard Baskin by name, and ■represented in 
almost every major US museum) also wants to ob^ ain a 
fine specimen of nature printing on continental paper. 
Ideally I would like to send him the $20 long bill, 
but have not been able to unearth a specimen. (I ox.n 
one i-'^ut am loathe to part with it. ) If> therefor^, "vou 
can dig one up ve shall both be grateful. I can, of" 
course, get him a less rare note embodying natiire print- 
ing, b'ut ne ’’as intrigued by my description of the 
Franklin (?) device to prevent counterfeiting on the 
edge of the '{,20 note. 

I keep hearing rumors of your progress with your massive 
■ivork on continental and colonial paper money. Ho'V'/ is 
it coming? LTien can we neophytes expect to see it in 
print? Dick Picker tells me you are well into it. In 
all events I wish you speed and success with it. 

May I ask your judgment on another matter? I am writing 
what I hope v;ill be an analytic piece on encased postage 
stamps, correcting errors of past researchers, and (in 
going back to the sources, i.e. Sivil War publications) 
linding some interesting new material. I finished a ^irst 
section on this and mailed it off to the Numismat ist 
unaware of the situation regarding the Editor. Mr- 
Smedley was good enoggh to inform me of the sad facts, 

^d tell me that he hoped, in time, the article and uld 
. P}i^lished. VJhile I feel the piece should be published 
in The kumismatist, I am loathe to have it hang fire 
indefinitely, t.hat do you sumsiest? Plfiasp* lonk iiT^r>n 




Sine erely. 


Janusry 10^ 1966 


Mr* Arnold Perl 

305 East; loth Street 

New York, Hew York 10009 

Dear Arnoldt 

Thank you for your Interest and the interest of your 
friend, Leonard Baskin, in my article on nature printing* 

This seems to have caused more of a stir than any of the other 
articles X have written. I am enclosing two reprints, with my 
compliments. These are currently being sold by the A*N*A* but 
I think they wonH object if I Interfere with their sale to 
this extent* 

As to Mr* Baskin acquiring a specimen showing nature 
printing, Z would presume that you would have examples in the 
Continental Currency you retained from the Bradbeer collection* 

The $20 long bill does not have a nature print* It merely 
has a polychromed edge which was already on the paper when 
Franklin furnished it* It was not Franklin's idea to use it 
to prevent counterfeiting* 

I have many Colonial duplicates but do not sell any- 
thing but would, of course, exchange any note to benefit 
Mr* Baskin's desire* 

My book on early American paper money is now being set* 

It is entirely icritten and I am pleasantly exhausted from it* 

I appreciate your wishes with respect to it and hope that it 
will fill a substantial need* 

As to your article on encased postage stamps, I believe 
you should finish it in its entirety so that it will have more 
acceptance in The Numismetist* I definitely believe The Numismatist 
is where it belongs* Things will straighten out there, shortly, 
and I believe The Numismatist deserves the support of writers* 

I very much oppose other publications depriving it of writings 
by offering money for them, I think the prestige of The Numismatist 
must be maintained by quality writing and that no A*N*A* member 
should submit a writing to any other publication until The Numis- 
matist has had its opportunity to publish it* 


2 January 10, 1966 

Mr* Arnold Perl 


If there la anything else I can do for you, please do 
not hesitate tolet me know* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P* MEWMAH NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Arnold Perl 

305 East 10th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10009 
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May 2S. 

Dear Eric: 



on your nature article, one of which I sent on to Baskin >iio 
loved it • Thank you (b) for your remarks on nature printing 
on actual currency, the which I have long since followed and 
sent Baskin a fine specimen from my small collection. So that 
is do ne . 

I follo^fwd yo^ advice a step further, waited out the Numismatist 
situation until the new editor got into the saddle, and this 
month (June) saw the publication of the piece I wanted itere 
I wanted it. I’d be interested in your comments on it. John 
Ford, ny East Coast coach, called to say he liked it, and now 
I think I’ve actually gotten John off his behind becausd he 
and I are going to do what I hope will be a definite check- 
list of the encasements. (I am pretty one-tracked; but figure 
my other area of interest, continental currency, is in very 
good hands, i.e. yours.) ^ 

What I want to do in encased is revise the whole list, throw 
out the guesswork items that have for years been included in 
all so-called "check lists", get into the nature of the com- 
panies that issued them, do some work into the memorabalia of 
the material, and draw up a sane listing according to compan- 
ies that will put an end to the obsolete (and, pardon me, down- 
right stupid) system of Friedberg on erased. John’s approach 
seems to^be don’t publish until you can bring out the catalog 
raisonne; I’m less ambitious and plan to publish in install- 
ments, using care and research, until the sum of the story is 
published. Then, if useful, pull it all together in a small 
p^^let* Right or wrong the trick seems to me to move ahead 
with research (and enjoy yourself). This latter I am doing. 

Again, long overdue apologies; belated thanks and continued 
appreciation for your interest* 



Juno 2, 1966 


Mr. Arnold Perl 

305 East 10th Street 

Mew York, New York 1000? 

Dear Arnoldi 

I read with great interest your article on encased 
postage currency the moment it arrived and enjoyed it to 
the utmost. You got top position and I am glad that you 
waited, ' 


In reading your article I was not convinced that the 
moment postage currency was Issued by the government that 
the encased postage would have to drop out of circulation. 
Its advertising value would make businesses want to continue 
it in circulation and I don*t see why the public would 
complain, I also believe that the wear shown on many of 
these pieces indicates that they were in circulation a much 

longer time than you assign, I would be interested in your 
comments on the above, yuur 

I am glad the Nature Printing article which we sent 
was of interest to your friend. 


4 4.5 hope you are well again and that you can 

enjoy the pleaaures of numismatics along with the rest of ua. 


will be interested to know that my book on Colonial 
Paper Money is in gelleyproof form. V/hat a work out it has 
been and ia no one will ever know. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


E’M/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


June 3 , 1966 


Mr, Arnold Perl 


Eric P, Newman 


Bear Arnold: 

The enclosed photocopies of advertising money might 
be of interest in your encased postage stamp articles in the 
future. I Just happened, by accident, to trip |rer them in 
looking for something else in ray collection. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/ a tb 


'i.ivid Perl 

305 East 10th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10009 


June 6, 1966 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your note on my article on encased 
postage* I appreciate your interest. 

The advertising money i^scinated me and, of course, 
made me want to try to^get my hands on some. Do you 
have any duplicates or can you suggest a source? 
Ownership apart I shall want to use your notes, in 
reproduction, in connection with an article I am now 
doing on the firms using Gault’s product. I am putting 
together the memorabalia (minutiae, whatever the term) 
of these companies: store cards, tokens, actual pro- 
ducts, advertisements, and now can add "money". What, 
by the way was the status of this money? Was it pure 
advertising or a form of shinplaster? I find that I 
am ignorant in so many areas once having committed my- 
self to one. 

Your assumption that encased continued as part of the 
country's currency is, in my judgment, correct. Thos. 
^der , you will recall, states that they continued to 
be circulated into the 70s. However, I don^t think 
wear and tear alone indicates circulation. It surely 
proves existence and handling, but not necessarily cir- 
culation as currency. I am being especially careful 
and conservative because I received an appreciative 

from Arlie Slabaugh in which he questions whether 
the Russians did, in fact, issue encasements. On double- 
checking my sources I find that I erred: the Bolsheviks 
did i^e ^amps as emergency money, but pasted on heavy 
cardboard, not encased. 1 plan to correct this and any 
other errors that turn up in a new piece I am working on. 

Having gotten my feet wet in scholarship I find I like 
it. I shall, of course, go on. 

I look forward eagerly to your Colonial Paper book, 
rrom the little research I have done in the area I have 
some idea of the labours involved* Bravo! 






June 8, 1966 



Dear Arnold: 

In accordance with the request contained in your letter 
of June 6, 1966, I era enclosing the money-type advertisements 
of Joseph Bates and Drake's Plantation Bitters. Be sure this 
is the same Bates of encased postage fame. 

I suggest you have these items photographed for your 
article and have the same returned to me promptly. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


